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4. (Amended) A pipt&tive packaging sheet as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
sheet has substantially equal cprifact areas at dulermost levels on opposite sides thereof. 



5. (Amended) A protective packaging sheet as claimed in cj^^fn 1, wherein the 
repeating pattern further comprises connecting webs connectijiig^''^ adjacent said shaped 
protuberances, said connecting webs being located at a mid(W€^level between uppermost and 
lowermost levels of said sheet. 



6. (Amended) A protective paeJfaging sheet as claimed in claim 5, wherein some of 
e connecting webs extend in a fijxi direction and others extend in a second direction 
rpendicular to the first direction. 



7. (Amended!/^ A protective packaging sheet as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
shaped protuberances^ tessellatable. 

8. (Amended) A protective tj^ckaging sheet, comprising front and rear surfaces, at 
least one of the surfaces having a repeating pattern therein; 

the repeating pattem comprising shapecr protuberances juxtaposed with, each other to 
provide a gap around each of saicL^aped protuberances, the shaped protuberances being positioned 
in such a way that every strm^t line projected onto saki^eet cuts through at least one of the 
shaped protuberances and aj/least one of the ' 

wherein the shapi^ protuberances are "T" shaped in plan. 



9. (Amended) A protective packaging sheet as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
material is thermoplastics, and a distance between uppermost and lowermost levels of said sheet is 
less than or equal to about 5 times a thickness of said material layer. 
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10. (Amended) A protective packaging sheej^>J<5fT$rising front and rear surfaces, at 
least one of the surfaces having a repeating pattern tiig 

the repeating pattern comprising sh^p^ protuberances juxtaposed with each other to 
provide a gap around each of said shape^^tuberances, the shaped protuberances being positioned 
in such a way that every straighUlne projected onto said sheet cuts through at least one of the 
shaped protuberances and at Lg^t one of the gaps; 

wherein the gap^tween the shaped protuberances are filled with insulating foam. 



12. (Amended) A protective 
the shaped protuberances comprises a top 
sloped relative to a direction perpendic 




[g sheet as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of 
atop side walls which are rounded, beveled or 
a plane of the packaging sheet. 



Please add new claims as follows: 




-13, The protective packaging sheet of claim 10, whe^ii/ said shaped protuberances 
together with said foam filled in said gaps define a substantially plarrar face. 

14. The protective packaging sheet of claim 1 0, wherein said foam overfills said gaps so 
as to protrude beyond an outermost face of said shaped protuberances. 



15. The protective 
substantially planar fa^ 



"packaging sheet M claim 14, wherein said foam defines a 



16. The protective packagin^heet of claim 13, further comprising printed indicia on 
said substantially planar face. 
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17. The protective packaging sheet of claim 10, wherein said foam is p/esented on both 
the front and rear surfaces of said sheet, at levels coelevational with outermost points of the front 
and rear surfaces. / 

18. The protective packaging sheet of claim 10, wherein /aid sheet is made of a 
hardened thermoplastic material. / 

19. The protective packaging sheet of claim 10, wherein said sheet has a compression 
strength sufficient to sustain a pressure of about 57 Ibf/in^ withoui being flattened. 

20. The protective packaging sheet of claim lo/wherein said sheet has a compression 
strength sufficient to sustain a pressure of from about 3SK) to less than about 500 \hf/m without 
being totally flattened. / 

21. The protective packaging sheet of olaim 1, wherein said material layer is made of 
hardened thermoplastic. / 

22. The protective packaging sheet of claim 1, wherein said sheet has a compression 
strength sufficient to sustain a pressure of aj/out 57 IbMn^ without being flattened. 

23. The protective packaging sheet of claim 1, wherein said sheet has a compression 
strength sufficient to sustain a pressi/re of from about 390 to less than about 500 Ibf'in^ without 
being totally flattened. / 

24. The protective/packaging sheet of claim 1, wherein said material layer has a 
thickness of from about 0.5 to about 1 mm. 
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25. The protective packaging sheet of claim 1, wherein an initial thickness of said sheet 
is defined as a distance between outermost portions on opposite sides thereof when no load is 
applied on said sheet, said material layer having an elasticity sufficient to allow said sheet to regain 
at least 70 % of the initial thickness after said sheet being completely flattened. 

26. The protective packaging sheet of claim 1, wherein an initial thickness of said sheet 
is defined as a distance between outermost portions on opposite sides thereof when no load is 
applied on said sheet, said material layer having an elasticity sufficient to allow said sheet to regain 
fi-om about 70 to about 80 % of the initial thickness after said sheet being completely flattened. 

27. The protective packaging sheet of, claijH^, wherein each of said T shaped 
protuberances has a cross bar extending in a firsj/toection^d an upright part extending from a 
middle portion of said cross bar in a secondjiirection pero^dicular to the first direction; 

the repeating pattern fiirther comprises conneping web^onnecting adjacent said shaped 
protuberances, wherein the connoting webs constitute alirst set of connecting webs extending in 
the first direction and a sepdnd set of connecting webs extending in the second direction. 

28. The protective packagjja^heet ofclaim 27, wherein each connecting web in the 
first set is co-linear with the cros^ar of at lea/st one T^^stiaped protuberance, and each connecting 
web in the second set is co-lip^ with the upri^iTpml of at least one T shaped protuberance. 

29. A protective packaging sheet, comprising a thermoplastic layer that is shaped to 
have a repeating pattern, wherein 

the repeating pattern comprises shaped protuberances juxtaposed with each other to provide 
a gap around each of said shaped protuberances, the shaped protuberances being positioned in such 
a way that every straight line projected onto said sheet cuts through at least one of the shaped 
protuberances and at least one of the gaps; and 
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the thermoplastic layer has a sufficient strength to maintain the repeating pattern when no 
extemal force is acting on said layer. / 

30. The protective packaging sheet of claim 29, therein each of said shaped 
protuberances has a top surface and side walls extending downwardly from the top surface, the top 
surfaces of said shaped protuberances together define a top contacting surface of said sheet, said 
sheet further having a bottom contacting surface spaced ftom said top contacting surface by a 
distance greater than a material thickness of said thermoplasrtic layer. 

31. The protective packaging sheet of cMim 30, further comprising an additional 
material layer laminated to said thermoplastic layer ana defining the bottom contacting surface. 

32. The protective packaging sheet oj claim 31, wherein said material layer and the 
bottom contacting surface are substantially plana/ 

33. The protective packaging sheet/ of claim 31, further comprising air trapped between 
said thermoplastic layer and said additional material layer. 

34. The protective packaging sheet of claim 32, further comprising air trapped between 
said thermoplastic layer and said additional material layer. 

35. The protective packagiag sheet of claim 29, wherein said sheet has a compression 
strength sufficient to sustain a pressure of about 57 lbf^in2 without being flattened. 

36. The protective pacmging sheet of claim 29, wherein said thermoplastic layer has a 
material thickness of from about ds to about 1 mm. 



Serial No. 09/826,325 



37. The protective packaging sheet of ckinOO, wherein an initial thickness of said 
sheet is defined as the distance between said cefitacting surfaces when no load is applied on said 
sheet, said thermoplastic layer having an^iasticity sufficient to allow said sheet to regain at least 70 
% of the initial thickness after said sk^t being completely flattened. - 



